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AMENDMENT IN RESPONSE TO NON-FINAL OFFICE ACTION 



MS Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

INTRODUCTORY COMMENTS 

This is in response to the non-final Office Action dated September 13, 2004, for which a 
response is due on December 13, 2004. Accordingly, this response is timely filed. Reconsideration 
and allowance of the pending claims, as amended, in light of the remarks presented herein are 
respectfully requested. Enclosed is a new Declaration of Power of Attorney that specifically claims 
priority to the provisional U.S. Patent Application No. 60/224,447, filed on August 10, 2000 under 
35 U.S. C. 1 19(e). Also enclosed are the following exhibits: 

Exhibit A: Gardella et al, Endocrinology 132:2024-30 (1993); 
Exhibit B: Pellegrini et al, Biochemistry 37:12737-43 (1998); and 
Exhibit C: Barbier et al, Biochemistry 39:14522-30 (2000). 
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Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims which begins on page 3 
of this paper. 

Remarks/Arguments begin on page 5 of this paper. 
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